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To	rip	someone	off	meaning

Idiom:	to	rip	off	(verb),	a	rip-off	(noun)	–	to	steal	something	from	another	person;	to	cheat	or	trick	someone	into	spending	more	money	on	a	product	than	what	it	is	worth.	Context	#1	–	Friends	are	taking	a	tour	of	Los	Angeles	Dan:	Let’s	go	see	the	Hollywood	sign	next,	but	don’t	leave	your	bag	in	the	car.	Juan:	Really?	Why	not?	Dan:	Because	there	are
thieves	at	popular	sites	who	often	rip	off	tourists	who	are	not	careful	with	their	bags	and	belongings.	Juan:	Oh,	I	see.	That	happens	sometimes	in	my	country,	especially	in	areas	where	there	are	a	lot	of	tourists.	Dan:	Yes,	so	be	careful.		If	someone	rips	us	off,	then	we	will	really	be	in	trouble!	Context	#2	–	Two	friends	are	talking	about	buying	a	car
Sami:	I	saw	an	advertisement	for	a	new	car.	It’s	so	cheap,	so	I	really	need	to	get	to	that	dealership	to	buy	it	now!	Petra:	Sami,	do	you	really	believe	that?	It’s	too	good	to	be	true.	Those	car	dealerships	rip	everyone	off.	Sami:	Really?	But	they	can’t	lie	to	people.	That’s	terrible.	Petra:	They	put	up	those	advertisements	to	get	people	to	go	to	the
dealership.		Then,	they	say	unfortunately	that	“good	deal”	is	no	longer	available.	They	are	very	tricky.	Then	they	will	pressure	you	into	paying	a	lot	more	for	a	car	than	what	it	is	really	worth.	Sami:	What	a	rip-off!!	That’s	outrageous.	Petra:	Yes,	it	is.	You	are	better	off	knowing	the	full	market	value	and	shopping	around	at	many	different	places.	Then,
hopefully,	you	won’t	get	ripped	off	like	so	many	customers.	Sami:	That	sounds	like	a	plan!	Meaning:	To	rip	off	is	a	verb	and	a	“rip-off”	is	a	noun.	This	idiom	means	to	steal	something	or	to	purposely	deceive	or	trick	someone	into	paying	more	for	a	product	than	what	is	necessary.		In	context	1,	two	friends	are	touring	Los	Angeles	and	are	afraid	that	if
they	leave	their	bags	in	the	car,	a	thief	will	“rip	them	off”	or	steal	their	bags.	In	context	2,	Sami	sees	a	really	good	advertisement	for	a	car,	but	Petra	warns	him	that	the	car	dealership	may	be	trying	to	“rip	him	off”	by	getting	him	to	go	there	through	false	advertising.		Visit	our	website:	languagesystems.edu	I	would	like	to	know	the	difference	between
these	two	terms,	and	whether	they	are	interchangeable	or	not.	Here	are	two	examples	that	have	the	same	meaning	for	me:	"Someone	has	ripped	out	the	first	three	pages	of	this	book."	"I	will	rip	your	head	off!"	"Rip"	implies	to	say	that	someone	is	going	to	tear	something	off.	Since	both	sentences	are	talking	about	something	being	tore	off,	for	instance:
Someone	ripped	my	head	off,	but	not	only	ripped	it	and	made	a	wound,	but	also	cut	it	off	my	neck,	it	means	my	neck	no	longer	has	a	head,	it	was	cut	off.	So,	"out"	and	"off"	implies	to	say	the	same	thing,	why	then	are	there	two	forms?	Do	they	have	different	meanings?	For	instance	"rip	off"	means	ripping	something	off	savagely,	while	"rip	out"	means
ripping	something	off	not	so	savagely?	Or	"rip	off"	doesn't	mean	"cut	my	head	off	my	neck"	but	means	only	make	a	wound,	while	"rip	out"	means	to	cut	my	head	off?	Could	anyone	explain	me	the	difference	between	them	and	tell	me	whether	they	are	interchangeable	or	not?	For	other	uses,	see	rip	off	(disambiguation).	This	article	does	not	cite	any
sources.	Please	help	improve	this	article	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources.	Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.Find	sources:	"Ripoff"	–	news	·	newspapers	·	books	·	scholar	·	JSTOR	(January	2007)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	template	message)	Look	up	rip	off	in	Wiktionary,	the	free	dictionary.	A	ripoff	(or	rip-off)	is	a	bad
financial	transaction.	Usually	it	refers	to	an	incident	in	which	a	person	is	overcharged	for	something,	or	receives	goods	or	services	not	of	the	standard	expected	for	the	price.	A	ripoff	is	usually	distinguished	from	a	scam	in	that	a	scam	involves	wrongdoing	such	as	a	fraud;	a	ripoff	may	be	considered	excessive,	but	not	illegal.	Alternative	uses	This
section	may	contain	material	unrelated	or	insufficiently	related	to	its	topic.	Please	help	improve	this	section	or	discuss	this	issue	on	the	talk	page.	(January	2020)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	template	message)	Love	ripoff	In	a	related	meaning,	a	ripoff	is	an	obviously	blatant	or	unscrupulous	copy	or	fake	imitation.[citation	needed]	This	is	also
known	as	a	knockoff.	One	example	is	the	1988	movie	Mac	and	Me,	widely	seen	as	a	ripoff	of	Steven	Spielberg's	E.T.	the	Extra-Terrestrial.[citation	needed]	In	South	Africa	'ripping	off'	can	be	making	a	joke	of	something	that	a	person	does	on	a	regular	basis;[citation	needed]	see	running	gag.	Another	related	term	is	"ripping	on"	or	to	"rip	on"
something;	used	to	describe	humorous	verbal	abuse	directed	towards	a	person,	thing	or	concept.[citation	needed]	Ripping	on	something	is	typically	light-hearted,	but	can	also	be	cruel	in	nature	just	like	any	type	of	putdown.	In	musical	terminology,	'ripping	off'	is	a	light	form	of	plagiarism,	as	in	'borrowing'	an	established	riff,	phrase	or	idea	from	a
musician	or	song.[citation	needed]	When	musicians	use	the	term	among	themselves,	they	are	referring	to	the	context	of	'quoting'	their	influences	and	incorporating	the	licks	into	their	personal	style.	See	also	Wikivoyage	has	a	travel	guide	for	Common	scams.	Rip-off	Britain	Spin-off	Knock-off	Mockbuster	References	Retrieved	from	"	A	rip-off	is
something	or	a	situation	in	which	the	customer	paid	too	much.	The	customer	also	regrets	paying	the	money.	If	I	buy	something	and	describe	it	as	a	rip-off,	I	am	saying	that	I	paid	far	too	much.	It	could	also	mean	that	I	did	not	get	what	I	expected.	The	term	can	mean	a	swindle,	fraud,	or	scam,	but	is	usually	less	serious	than	those	three	words.	We	may
refer	to	an	inferior	imitation	of	something	as	a	rip-off.	We	can	write	the	noun	as	one	word	or	two	words	with	a	hyphen.	In	other	words,	we	can	write	a	‘ripoff’	or	‘a	rip-off.’	It	is	possible	but	less	common,	to	write	the	noun	as	two	words	with	no	hyphen.	When	we	use	the	term	as	a	verb,	we	place	the	object,	if	it	is	a	pronoun,	in	between	the	words	‘rip’
and	‘off.’	For	example,	they	ripped	him	off,	he	ripped	me	off,	she	ripped	them	off.	The	Cambridge	Dictionary	has	the	following	definitions	of	the	term:	“1.	Something	that	is	not	worth	what	you	pay	for	it.	2.	Something	that	costs	more	than	it	is	worth.	3.	A	cheap	or	bad	imitation	of	something.	4.	An	act	of	cheating	someone	by	charging	too	much	or	not
giving	anything	of	value	for	money	spent.”	If	you	went	to	an	expensive	hairdresser	and	hated	your	haircut,	you	might	describe	it	as	a	rip-off.	Etymology	of	rip-off	Etymology	is	the	study	of	where	words	came	from,	i.e.,	the	origin	of	words.	It	is	also	the	study	of	how	the	meanings	of	words	have	evolved.	The	term	‘to	rip	off’,	an	African-American
vernacular,	emerged	circa	1967,	says	etymonline.com.	In	1969,	the	noun	emerged	with	the	meaning	‘a	swindle,	act	of	fraud.’	Since	1904,	in	the	United	States,	‘to	rip‘	has	been	prison	slang	meaning	‘to	steal.’	People	also	used	it	with	this	sense	in	the	twelfth	century.	In	1972,	the	term	acquired	the	meaning	‘an	exploitative	imitation.’	Rip-off	vs.	scam	or
con	Although	the	three	words	have	very	similar	meanings,	there	is	a	difference.	A	scam	or	con	involves	wrongdoing.	In	other	words,	doing	something	that	is	illegal.	Fraud,	for	example,	may	be	a	scam.	A	rip-off	is	not	nice,	it	may	be	excessive,	and	you	may	have	paid	too	much.	However,	it	is	not	illegal.	In	musical	terminology	Regarding	the	term’s
meaning	in	the	world	of	music,	Wikipedia	says	the	following:	“In	musical	terminology	Ripping	Off	is	a	light	form	of	plagiarism,	as	in	‘borrowing’	an	established	riff,	phrase	or	idea	from	a	musician	or	song.”	“When	musicians	use	the	term	among	themselves	they	are	referring	to	the	context	of	‘quoting’	their	influences	and	incorporating	the	licks	into
their	personal	style.”	Rip-off	Britain	Britons	often	complain	that	cars,	computers,	and	residential	property	are	much	more	expensive	in	the	UK	than	elsewhere.	Especially	compared	to	the	United	States.	The	expression	‘rip-off	Britain‘	refers	to	this	phenomenon.	The	tabloid	press	has	been	using	the	term	since	the	late	1990s.	The	UK’s	Consumers’
Association	hired	a	stand	at	the	British	International	Motor	Show	in	1999.	Nobody	knew,	until	the	show	opened,	that	it	had	hired	the	stand	to	highlight	high	British	car	prices.	The	Society	of	Motor	Manufacturers	and	Traders	decided	not	to	eject	the	Consumers’	Association.	The	term	‘rip-off	Britain,’	which	was	already	beginning	to	become	popular,
subsequently	took	hold	in	the	mass	media	in	a	big	way.	Online	rip-off	Since	the	1990s,	when	the	Internet	started	becoming	popular,	online	shopping	and	e-commerce	took	off.	Online	shopping	refers	to	purchasing	things	on	the	Internet.	In	most	cases,	you	pay	with	your	credit	or	debit	card	and	the	goods	are	delivered	to	you.	E-commerce	means	doing
business	online.	Wherever	there	is	shopping	or	commerce,	there	are	always	rip-offs.	In	some	ways,	the	risk	is	greater	online.	We	never	see	the	seller	or	have	the	opportunity	to	test	or	try	on	the	product	when	we	buy	online.	Therefore,	if	we	have	a	complaint,	we	are	very	much	at	the	mercy	of	the	seller’s	honesty.	1		b		[no	object]	:	to	become	torn	or
split	Her	coat	ripped	when	it	caught	on	the	doorknob.	3		[no	object]	:	to	go	or	move	very	quickly	through	or	into	something	The	fire	ripped	through	the	forest.	an	epidemic	that	ripped	through	the	region	The	bullet	ripped	into	her	leg.	4		[+	object]	:	to	criticize	(someone	or	something)	in	a	very	harsh	or	angry	way	(US)	The	coach	ripped	[=ripped	into]
his	team	for	their	sloppy	play.	His	latest	movie	was	ripped	to	shreds/pieces	by	the	critics.	let	rip	informal	1		:	to	do	something	in	a	way	that	is	full	of	anger	or	energy	For	the	concert	finale,	the	band	let	rip	with	a	fantastic	version	of	the	song	that	made	them	famous.	I	don't	think	anyone	expected	the	senator	to	let	rip	at	the	press	conference	like	that.
[=to	speak	in	such	an	angry	way]	2		let	(something)	rip	:	to	make	(a	car,	boat,	machine,	etc.)	go	very	fast	—	usually	used	in	phrases	like	let	it	rip	and	let	her/'er	rip	Once	we	got	the	boat	out	into	the	open	water,	we	let	it	rip.	rip	apart	[phrasal	verb]	1		rip	(something)	apart	or	rip	apart	(something)	:	to	completely	destroy	(something)	by	tearing	it	into
pieces	The	child	ripped	the	toy	apart.	Strong	winds	had	ripped	apart	many	of	the	little	beach	bungalows.	—	often	used	figuratively	a	tragedy/scandal	that	almost	ripped	the	family	apart	2		rip	(someone	or	something)	apart	or	rip	apart	(someone	or	something)	:	to	criticize	(someone	or	something)	in	a	very	harsh	or	angry	way	especially	by	describing
weaknesses,	flaws,	etc.	Critics	ripped	the	author's	latest	novel	apart.	an	article	that	rips	apart	the	mayor's	plan	rip	into	[phrasal	verb]	rip	into	(someone	or	something)	:	to	criticize	(someone	or	something)	in	a	very	harsh	or	angry	way	The	coach	ripped	into	[=tore	into]	the	team	after	the	game.	She	ripped	into	the	band's	last	performance.	rip	off
[phrasal	verb]	informal	1		rip	(someone)	off	or	rip	off	(someone)	:	to	steal	from	or	cheat	(someone)	Hundreds	of	people	were	ripped	off	in	a	scam	involving	two	people	who	claimed	to	be	collecting	money	for	disaster	victims.	The	store	had	been	ripping	customers	off	for	years.	I	wasn't	trying	to	rip	you	off.	I	thought	$50	was	a	fair	price.	2		rip
(something)	off	or	rip	off	(something)	a		:	to	steal	(something)	The	organization's	treasurer	ripped	off	almost	$6,000	before	being	caught.	Somebody	ripped	off	[=stole]	all	our	equipment.	=	All	our	equipment	got	ripped	off.	[=stolen]	b		disapproving	:	to	copy	or	imitate	(something)	improperly	:	to	make	something	that	is	too	much	like	(something	made
by	someone	else)	The	film	has	done	well,	but	its	makers	have	been	accused	of	ripping	off	another	movie	made	30	years	ago.	—	see	also	rip-off	rip	up	[phrasal	verb]	rip	(something)	up	or	rip	up	(something)	:	to	completely	destroy	(something)	by	tearing	it	into	pieces	
to	rip	someone	off	meaning	in	english.	what	does	it	mean	to	rip	someone	off.	how	to	rip	someone	off
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